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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH NYERERE 

1 . PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH NYERERE WENT EXTREMELY WELL 
AND RESULTED IN APPARENT AGREEMENT ON FOUR FUNDAMENTAL 
POINTS WHICH THE PRESIDENT PLANS TO CONFIRM WITH NYERERE 
THIS EVENING FOLLOWING THE WHITE HOUSE DINNER. THESE 
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. DURING THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD (BETWEEN SMITH AND 
THE NEW ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT) AUTHORITY IN ZIMBABWE 
WOULD BE EXERCISED BY THE UK. 

B. A UN FORCE WOULD PROVIDE FOR PEACE AND STABILITY 
DURING A TRANSITION PERIOD IN THE COURSE OF WHICH 
ELECTIONS (ORGANIZED BY THE BRITISH) WILL BE HELD ON 
THE BASIS OF ONE PERSON ONE VOTE. 
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C. A NEW ZIMBABWE ARMY, BASED ON THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 
FORCES, WILL BE ORGANIZED BY THE INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT 
THAT EMERGES FROM THE ELECTION. 

D. A MEETING WITH THE FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS, TO WHICH TOP 
LEVEL UK REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE INVITED WILL BE ORGANIZED 
BY PRESIDENT NYERERE TO CONFIRM THE ABOVE AND DEVELOP 
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NEEDED IMPLEMENTATION. 

2. NYERERE ANTICIPATED NO DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US ON THE 
DETAILS OF AN INDEPENDENCE CONSTITUTION - HE SAID HE WAS 
FAMILIAR WITH THE KIND OF CONSTITUION THE BRITISH HAD IN 
MIND. 

3. THE PRESIDENT STATED HIS VIEW THAT THE INDEPENDENT 
ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT SHOULD RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF WHITE 
CITIZENS WITH REGARD TO PROPERTY AND THE PAYMENT AND 
REMITANCE OF PENSIONS AND LAND PAYMENTS. NYERERE DID 
NOT RESPOND SPECIFICALLY TO THIS POINT. ONE MIGHT INFER 
FROM THE ABSENCE OF OBIECTION AND FROM NYERERE'S LACK 
OF CONCERN ABOUT CONSTITUTIONAL DETAILS THAT HE DID NOT 
FIND IT OBJECTIONAL. 

4. THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF THE DETAILS OF PEACE 
KEEPING DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD OTHER THAN THE AGREE- 
MENT TO A UN FORCE. WE HAVE NOT YET GOTTEN INTO DETAIL, 
SUCH AS THE ROLE OF THE POLICE. THIS MATTER, TOGETHER 
WITH NYERERE'S STRONG DESIRE THAT THE INDEPENDENT ARMY BE 
BASED ON EXISTING GUERILLA FORCES, ARE THE AREAS WHICH 
HAVE THE GREATEST POTENTIAL FOR PROBLEMS WITH THE BRITISH. 

5. THE PRESIDENT TOLD NYERERE THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO 
EXTEND "MORE PRESSURE ON SMITH AND VORSTER THAN HAS BEEN 
TRUE IN THE PAST." HE REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO OIL. 
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6. THE PRESIDENT TOLD NYERERE THAT YOU AND DAVID OWEN 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO REVIEW THE OVERALL PLAN WITH HIM 
IN GREATER DETAIL IN LONDON ON AUGUST 13 (FYI - THE 
PRESIDENT THOUGHT THAT YOU WOULD BE IN LONDON ON THAT DATE) 
YOU ARE OF COURSE, NOW SCHEDULED TO SEE IOSHUA NKOMO IN 
WASHINGTON ON AUGUST 13.) WE TENTATIVELY CONCLUDED THAT 
YOUR SEEING NKOMO MIGHT GIVE HIM THAT GREATER ATTENTION 

AT AN EARLIER DATE THAN WOULD BE DESIRABLE. MOREOVER. 

IT IS THE PRESIDENT'S VIEW THAT IT IS MORE IMPORTANT FOR 
YOU TO SEE NYERERE WITH OWEN THAN TO SEE NKOMO. WE COULD 
EASILY ARRANGE FOR NKOMO TO SEE THE ACTING SECRETARY IN 
YOUR ABSENCE. 

7. AT THE DINNER FOR NYERERE THIS EVENING, WARREN 
CHRISTOPHER AND I WILL SEE THE PRESIDENT AND ZBIG 
BRZEZINSKI AGAIN. WE WILL GET BACK TO YOU WITH A FIRM 
RECOMMENDATION ON HOW TO PROCEED. 

8. AS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN AGREED WITH THE BRITISH, 

CALLAGHAN HAS NOW SENT MESSAGES TO THE FRONT LINE 
PRESIDENTS AND NIGERIA STATING OUR HOPE THAT WE AND THE 
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BRITISH CAN MEET THEM AS DISCUSSED WITH NYERERE. CHRISTOPHER 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH NYERERE 

1 . PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH NYERERE WENT EXTREMELY WELL 
AND RESULTED IN APPARENT AGREEMENT ON FOUR FUNDAMENTAL 
POINTS WHICH THE PRESIDENT PLANS TO CONFIRM WITH NYERERE 
THIS EVENING FOLLOWING THE WHITE HOUSE DINNER. THESE 
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. DURING THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD (BETWEEN SMITH AND 
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THE NEW ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT) AUTHORITY IN ZIMBABWE 
WOULD BE EXERCISED BY THE UK. 

B. A UN FORCE WOULD PROVIDE FOR PEACE AND STABILITY 
DURING A TRANSITION PERIOD IN THE COURSE OF WHICH 
ELECTIONS (ORGANIZED BY THE BRITISH) WILL BE HELD ON 
THE BASIS OF ONE PERSON ONE VOTE. 

C. A NEW ZIMBABWE ARMY, BASED ON THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 
FORCES. WILL BE ORGANIZED BY THE INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT 
THAT EMERGES FROM THE ELECTION. 

D. A MEETING WITH THE FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS. TO WHICH TOP 
LEVEL UK REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE INVITED WILL BE ORGANIZED 
BY PRESIDENT NYERERE TO CONFIRM THE ABOVE AND DEVELOP 
NEEDED IMPLEMENTATION. 

2. NYERERE ANTICIPATED NO DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US ON THE 
DETAILS OF AN INDEPENDENCE CONSTITUTION - HE SAID HE WAS 
FAMILIAR WITH THE KIND OF CONSTITUION THE BRITISH HAD IN 
MIND. 

3. THE PRESIDENT STATED HIS VIEW THAT THE INDEPENDENT 
ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT SHOULD RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF WHITE 
CITIZENS WITH REGARD TO PROPERTY AND THE PAYMENT AND 
REMITANCE OF PENSIONS AND LAND PAYMENTS. NYERERE DID 
NOT RESPOND SPECIFICALLY TO THIS POINT. ONE MIGHT INFER 
FROM THE ABSENCE OF OBIECTION AND FROM NYERERE'S LACK 
OF CONCERN ABOUT CONSTITUTIONAL DETAILS THAT HE DID NOT 
FIND IT OBJECTIONAL. 

4. THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF THE DETAILS OF PEACE 
KEEPING DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD OTHER THAN THE AGREE- 
MENT TO A UN FORCE. WE HAVE NOT YET GOTTEN INTO DETAIL, 
SUCH AS THE ROLE OF THE POLICE. THIS MATTER, TOGETHER 
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WITH NYERERE'S STRONG DESIRE THAT THE INDEPENDENT ARMY BE 
BASED ON EXISTING GUERILLA FORCES, ARE THE AREAS WHICH 
HAVE THE GREATEST POTENTIAL FOR PROBLEMS WITH THE BRITISH. 

5. THE PRESIDENT TOLD NYERERE THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO 
EXTEND "MORE PRESSURE ON SMITH AND VORSTER THAN HAS BEEN 
TRUE IN THE PAST." HE REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO OIL. 

6. THE PRESIDENT TOLD NYERERE THAT YOU AND DAVID OWEN 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO REVIEW THE OVERALL PLAN WITH HIM 
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IN GREATER DETAIL IN LONDON ON AUGUST 13 (FYI - THE 
PRESIDENT THOUGHT THAT YOU WOULD BE IN LONDON ON THAT DATE) 
YOU ARE OF COURSE, NOW SCHEDULED TO SEE JOSHUA NKOMO IN 
WASHINGTON ON AUGUST 13.) WE TENTATIVELY CONCLUDED THAT 
YOUR SEEING NKOMO MIGHT GIVE HIM THAT GREATER ATTENTION 
AT AN EARLIER DATE THAN WOULD BE DESIRABLE. MOREOVER. 

IT IS THE PRESIDENT'S VIEW THAT IT IS MORE IMPORTANT FOR 
YOU TO SEE NYERERE WITH OWEN THAN TO SEE NKOMO. WE COULD 
EASILY ARRANGE FOR NKOMO TO SEE THE ACTING SECRETARY IN 
YOUR ABSENCE. 

7. AT THE DINNER FOR NYERERE THIS EVENING, WARREN 
CHRISTOPHER AND I WILL SEE THE PRESIDENT AND ZBIG 
BRZEZINSKI AGAIN. WE WILL GET BACK TO YOU WITH A FIRM 
RECOMMENDATION ON HOW TO PROCEED. 

8. AS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN AGREED WITH THE BRITISH, 

CALLAGHAN HAS NOW SENT MESSAGES TO THE FRONT LINE 
PRESIDENTS AND NIGERIA STATING OUR HOPE THAT WE AND THE 
BRITISH CAN MEET THEM AS DISCUSSED WITH NYERERE. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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